





September 2025

Ki te Kaunihera o Te Hiku o te Ika Far North District Council
Please find attached DPA’s submission on the Kaunihera o Te Hiku o te Ika Far North District Council Housing for Elderly.




Noho ora mai,

For any further inquiries, please contact:
Patti Poa
Policy Advisor – Auckland/Northland
Disabled Persons Assembly Aotearoa New Zealand 
Email: policy@dpa.org.nz 

Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as a founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand; 
· disabled people as experts on their own lives; 
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State; 
We drive systemic change through:
Rangatiratanga | Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu | Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people. 
Kōkiri | Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society. 
Aroturuki | Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people. 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities
[bookmark: _Ref33797632][bookmark: _Toc35524849]DPA was influential in creating the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD),[footnoteRef:2] a foundational document for disabled people which Aotearoa New Zealand has signed and ratified, confirming that disabled people must have the same human rights as everyone else. [2:  United Nations. (2006). United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. Retrieved from: https://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf] 

All state bodies in Aotearoa New Zealand, including local and regional government, have a responsibility to uphold the principles and articles of this convention. There are a number of UNCRPD articles particularly relevant to this submission, including:
· [bookmark: _Toc41908928][bookmark: _Toc41930991]Article 9: Accessibility
· Article 19: Living independently and being included in the community

The submission
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback on the Council “What’s next for Housing for the Elderly rents?”.  

Before moving onto the submission, we would like to highlight some of the key positive initiatives by FNDC in the last year. 

These include:
· The Council agreed with the Strand Traffic trial that planters and a barrel should be moved back toward Russell Fresh to improve access to a mobility car park and that clearer signage be installed to identify the boundary of a loading zone.
· Kaikohe's multisport complex, Papa Hawaiki, will continue to operate under a new ground lease which has already been used for events including for the disability community and tangata whaikaha Māori disabled.
· Council has worked with SPCA on running desexing and microchipping programmes with SPCA offering low-cost options, however we would like to highlight again that an option of free services be offered for disabled people.

Housing for Elderly
In 2023, 15,735 people in Northland were aged 65 or older, which is 22% of the total Northland population.[footnoteRef:3]  This number is likely to increase further as the population ages as there is a strong correlation between ageing and disability. [3:  https://figure.nz/chart/FyfHKfmyQB67AWR0-jsCw2mrpdk7onHrn] 

DPA recognises Council’s important contribution in providing community housing and recommend maintaining the status quo – option 1 – as our preferred option for the following reasons:
Option 1 – Keep things as they are
Where rent increases are reviewed annually and adjusted in line with the Consumer Price Index (CPI) as rising living costs disproportionately impact upon disabled people due to the majority of our disability community living on benefits and/or low wages while, at the same time, facing additional disability-related costs and needing to spend a greater proportion of their income on housing.[footnoteRef:4]  Rent increases can force disabled people into impossible choices between choosing to pay rent or buying food. [4:  https://www.moneyhub.co.nz/impact-of-inflation.html] 

DPA recommends that the cost increases incurred in terms of rising rates, insurances and rents are largely absorbed by Council during the cost-of-living crisis so that the burden does not solely fall on the low-income tenants who live in public housing. 
In the medium to longer term, DPA recommends that rent rises remain limited and as outlined that the Housing for the Elderly portfolio is intended to be funded through rents received but some costs that cannot be recovered are funded from general rates or borrowings.
DPA recommends that this and other issues around Council-provided community housing are considered as part of the LTP process in 2027.  All the above ideas (if adopted) should enable council rentals to remain affordable into the foreseeable future.
Older disabled people are one of the most at-risk population groups when it comes to housing security. 
DPA asks that Council halt the process of divesting from housing stock for older people and that it opts to increase investment in it instead.
Although not in the purview of this submission, DPA asks that any new builds of Council units are based on Universal Design as it is more cost effective to build accessible housing from the outset then retrofitting, especially in Northland which has a fast-ageing population.
As there have been reports in other areas of NZ of older people living in areas that have become natural hazard zones, DPA recommends that the costs of minimising and dealing with natural hazard risks are included in the running and maintenance plans of the council’s housing units.
Recommendation 1: That the cost increases arising from increased rates, insurances and rent that lie behind these proposed increases be largely absorbed by Council. 
Recommendation 2: That Council community housing affordability and other issues are considered as part of the LTP process in 2027.
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