





November 2025

To Christchurch City Council
Please find attached our submission on the Rawhiti Avenue renewal





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;

We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.


The Submission
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback to the Christchurch City Council (CCC) on the Rawhiti Avenue renewal.

DPA advocates for a transport system that is accessible, inclusive, integrated and climate friendly.
  
Over the years we have worked collaboratively alongside other disabled people’s organisations and disabled people to promote these principles to relevant transport policy stakeholders within central and local government.  

DPA notes there are other street renewals currently being consulted upon by the CCC. Hence, our submissions on both Corson Avenue and Rawhiti Avenue are a guide as to what should happen with the other planned street renewals.  

DPA supports the proposal to replace the current deep-dish gutters as these are difficult for wheelchair users, people with mobility impairments and people pushing children’s strollers to navigate over. 
DPA recommends the following changes to Rawhiti Avenue:
DPA recommends that when the footpath is smoothed over that any holes are removed. 
DPA recommends that footpaths are of sufficient width to enable pedestrians, including disabled pedestrians using mobility aids and wheelchairs, the ability to navigate around them easily. 
DPA recommends that cambers are smoothed out to enable better accessibility particularly for wheelchair and mobility aid users, older people, and people pushing children’s strollers.
This will prevent pedestrians and road users, especially disabled people, from encountering heavily sloped roads and pavements.
DPA recommends that tree roots are routinely managed to ensure that they don’t protrude onto footpaths.
DPA asks that if cycle lanes are created that they are separate from one another and road-based to avoid any collisions between cyclists, pedestrians and motorists, thereby ensuring safety for all road users.
DPA recommends that when the footpath is smoothed over that any holes are removed. 
DPA recommends that footpaths are of sufficient width to enable pedestrians, including disabled pedestrians using mobility aids and wheelchairs, the ability to navigate around them easily. 
DPA recommends that cambers are smoothed out to enable better accessibility particularly for wheelchair and mobility aid users, older people, and people pushing children’s strollers.
DPA recommends that when the footpath is smoothed over that any holes are removed. 
DPA recommends that footpaths are of sufficient width to enable pedestrians, including disabled pedestrians using mobility aids and wheelchairs, the ability to navigate around them easily. 
DPA recommends that cambers are smoothed out to enable better accessibility particularly for wheelchair and mobility aid users, older people, and people pushing children’s strollers.
DPA asks that pedestrian crossings are raised to enable people crossing them to be easily seen by motorists.
Raised pedestrian crossings are a safety feature favoured by disabled people who are disproportionately more likely to be injured due to accidents involving pedestrians and motorists.
DPA recommends that the new streetlights are placed in positions where they will not be covered by tree foliage or branches.
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