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Call for Nominations
National Executive Committee Elected Members
of Disabled Persons Assembly (New Zealand) Inc 
2025 Elections

DPA will be conducting its annual ballot for the election of the National Executive Committee. Authority for the ballot is contained in Clause 28 of the DPA Constitution approved by members at the SGM held on the 21 October 2025. 
Nominations are called for:
· one (1) President elect
· two (2) National Executive Committee Elected Members.
Nominations from people with the following skills or experience are particularly encouraged:
· governance
· risk management
· financial expertise
· legal knowledge
· disability rights and justice advocacy.
 
If you’d like to learn more about being on the NEC additional information, including the constitution, will be provided on our new DPA website www.dpa.org.nz in the coming days.
DPA members who wish to nominate a person to any of the available positions should:
1. Check that the person they want to nominate is happy to accept the nomination.
2. Complete the online NEC member nomination form
3. Have the nominee (the person you nominate) complete in full the 
NEC member nominee acceptance form
Nominations and nominee acceptance forms (which must be filled out in full) must be with the Returning Officer by 5pm on Sunday 14 December 2025.
If you have any questions about completing the forms, please contact the Returning Officer, Pip Townsend by email: members@dpa.org.nz 

Current members of NEC 
The current National Executive Committee members are:
President: Kera Sherwood-O’Regan
Immediate Past President: Joanne Dacombe
Elected members: Juliana Carvalho, Tara Shepherd, Adriana von Altvorst, 



At the 2025 AGM (to be held in January 2026) 
· Kera Sherwood-O’Regan continues her term as President
· Joanne Dacombe finishes her term as Immediate Past President
· Adriana von Altvorst and David King continue their terms as Elected Members
· Juliana Carvalho and Tara Shepherd complete their terms and are eligible for re-election

The National Executive Committee will be:
President: Kera Sherwood-O’Regan 
President Elect: One (1) member elected at the AGM
Remaining elected members (2): David King and Adriana von Altvorst
New elected members (2): Two members elected at the AGM

The ballot will take place in the month leading up to the AGM.
The Returning Officer will announce the result at the AGM.

Who can be nominated
Nominees must be:
· have been a full (voting) individual member, or 
· the representative of a full organisation member
· a representative of a full family member of DPA.
Memberships must have been held for at least 6 months.
Nominees must accept their nomination
To be considered as a nominee, nominees must accept their nomination by completing a form with their details, which includes:
· consent to the nomination
· biographical details and statement
· the type of membership you hold
· declaration of any perceived or real conflict of interests
· certification that they are not disqualified from holding office as an officer of DPA under Section 47(3) of the Incorporated Societies Act 2022 or section 36B of the Charities Act 2005.
In general, members are disqualified from becoming an officer if they are under 16 years, are bankrupted or convicted of crimes involving dishonesty, tax offences, money laundering, here or overseas.
NEC members receive an honorarium payment to cover the meeting and preparation time. DPA covers all costs relating to NEC business such as travel to meetings, accessibility, accommodation.
As a reminder, nominations and nominee acceptance forms must be submitted by 5pm on Sunday 14 December 2025.
If you have any questions, please email elections@dpa.org.nz

Pip Townsend

Returning Officer
Disabled Persons Assembly (New Zealand) Inc
Email: elections@dpa.org.nz
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