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Tēnā koutou
Please find attached DPA’s submission on Far North District Council’s Speed Management Plan for Russell-Kororāreka.


For any further inquiries, please contact:
Patti Poa
Policy Advisor – Taitokerau/Northland
Disabled Persons Assembly New Zealand
Email: policy@dpa.org.nz


Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We drive systemic change through: 
· Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
· Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
· Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society
· Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities  
DPA was influential in creating the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD),1 a foundational document for disabled people which New Zealand has signed and ratified, confirming that disabled people must have the same human rights as everyone else. 
All state bodies in New Zealand, including local and regional government, have a responsibility to uphold the principles and articles of this convention. 
There are a number of UNCRPD articles particularly relevant to this submission, including:  

· Article 3 – General principles 
· Article 9 – Accessibility  
· Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community
· Article 20 – Personal mobility

New Zealand Disability Strategy 2016-2026  
Since ratifying the UNCRPD, the New Zealand Government has established a Disability Strategy2 to guide the work of government agencies on disability issues. The vision is that New Zealand be a non-disabling society, where disabled people have equal opportunity to achieve their goals and aspirations, and that all of New Zealand works together to make this happen. It identifies eight outcome areas contributing to achieving this vision. There are a number of Strategy outcomes particularly relevant to this submission, including: 
· Outcome 5 – Accessibility
· Outcome 6 – Attitudes 


The Submission
DPA welcomes this opportunity to give feedback on Far North District Council’s (FNDC) Speed Management Plan for the Russell-Kororāreka catchment area and acknowledges FNDC commitment to its community.
DPA recently submitted on the Draft Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2024 with the recommendations clearly stating we support the reduction of speeds and the Road to Zero Strategy given that disabled people are one of the groups at higher risk of death or injury on our roads.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Schwartz, N., Buliung, R., Arslan, D., & Rothman, L. (2022, September). Disability and pedestrian road traffic injury: a scoping review. Health & Place, 77(102896), 1-13. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1353829222001575] 


Safer Speeds
FNDC speed management plan is supported by the Manatū Waka Ministry of Transport’s research conducted with ACC (2000) indicating that the faster a driver travels, the more likely a driver is to crash.[footnoteRef:3]  On their website[footnoteRef:4], it states that as speed increases, there is an increase in the following factors and, in turn, an associated increase in the risk of crash involvement (Patterson, Frith and Small, 2000): [3:  https://www.transport.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Report/ACC672-Down-with-speed.pdf
]  [4:  https://www.transport.govt.nz/statistics-and-insights/safety-annual-statistics/speed/] 

· Stopping distance — both the distance travelled during reaction time and the distance travelled after the brakes are applied
· The probability of exceeding the critical speed on a curve
· The chance of other road users misjudging how fast the speeding driver is travelling
· The probability of a rear-end crash if the driver has not accounted for the increased speed by increasing the following distance.
In 2023 statistics, the proportion of people 65 years and older was 21.4% in Northland Region which was higher than in New Zealand (16.5%).[footnoteRef:5]  The increasing ageing population in Northland is relevant as the issues are similar in terms of disabled people are at higher risk on our roads due to multiple factors: people with mobility impairments often take longer to cross roads in a timely way, blind and low vision people need to audibly hear traffic (and becoming more so with the advent of electric vehicles) and the need for more signage in high risk areas. [5:  https://rep.infometrics.co.nz/northland-region/population/age-composition] 

A recent report by Auckland Transport (AT)[footnoteRef:6], highlighted that safer speeds have reduced deaths by more than 30%.  A reduction of speeds near schools by AT would illustrate that we prioritise both the lives of our disabled and non-disabled children.  Speed reductions give drivers more time to stop if a child runs out onto the road as there have been many sad stories of disabled children doing so and being killed. [6:  aukland-transport-report-24-month-safe-speeds-tranche-1-monitoring.pdf (at.govt.nz)] 

The Northland disabled community have also had members encounter near misses with unsafe drivers not slowing down.  DPA is pleased that FNDC wants safer roads for everyone reducing fatal, serious injury and minor crashes including those involving pedestrians and cyclists.  

Travel Time
Disabled people travel to work, school, community, services, cultural events, education and appointments.  The increase in travel time for drivers is minimal in comparison to the increased risk of serious injury or death of disabled people due to the speed that some drivers travel at. Slower speeds also benefit the driver as it provides them more time to react to any emergencies.
The social, economic and health costs of traffic accidents anywhere in Aotearoa is significant in terms of the health, economic, environmental and social costs involved to individuals, families/whānau and wider society.

Accessible Environments
DPA acknowledge FNDC’s recent repainting and relocation of mobility parking in Kaitaia to ensure disabled people can access necessary services in their local area.  We note FNDC’s response to the changing environment, including existing, new, and planned developments.  We request that that cycleways and walkways are accessible for people using wheelchairs and other mobility devices.  Pedestrian access to beaches and recreational facilities also need to be accessible, however if the overall environment such as the recreational facilities are not accessible, then it defeats the purpose of having access to them.

School Speed Limit Zones
DPA supports the reduction of speed limits to 30km/h for Category 1 schools and 60 km/h speed limits for Category 2 schools where students actively use the road to access the school.  The safety of our children, both disabled and non-disabled, is paramount.
In addition, DPA holds that for students with mobility impairments or who are blind or low vision, there are significant additional risks involved in crossing roads around school areas with reports of near misses for disabled students going over safety crossings.  The cost analysis of the benefit of reduction of injury crashes is useful, but the value of a child’s life should not have an economical figure put to it.  It is priceless.
	Recommendation 1: that FNDC Disability Advisory Group, disabled peoples’ organisations and disabled community be identified as a key population group for consultation as co-design partners on any road environment, pedestrian infrastructure and or speed management plans.

	Recommendation 2: that any contractors involved in design are reminded of FNDC Council’s recent acceptance of the Regional Accessibility Strategy plan[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  https://www.fndc.govt.nz/Your-Council/Policies-bylaws-and-strategies/strategies/te-tai-tokerau-regional-accessibility-strategy ] 


	Recommendation 3: that walkways be built separate but parallel to cycleways to ensure the safety of pedestrians who travel by foot, wheelchair, or mobility aids (i.e., walkers).

	Recommendation 4: that the FNDC Disability Advisory Group develop connections and network with the other Disability Advisory Groups from other Northland Councils (Whangarei District Council, Kaipara District Council and Northland Regional Council).
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