





May 2025

To Christchurch City Council
Please find attached our submission on the Enhancing Lake Sheppard and Bower Park Project





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 
We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.

The Submission
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback to the Christchurch City Council on the Enhancing Lake Kate Sheppard and Bower Park project.

We support the proposals outlined for upgrading the area. 

In this brief submission, we make recommendations on how to improve the project’s accessibility from a disability perspective. 

Playground

We have several recommendations to make about the playground area.

DPA recommends that all pathways have compacted gravel surfacing – this will avoid people slipping when it’s wet.

DPA asks that some play equipment is made accessible for everyone, including disabled tamariki/children.

DPA recommends making at least one of the tables underneath the canopy an accessible table designed to accommodate wheelchair and mobility aid users.

DPA recommends that park benches are at various heights to accommodate the needs of people of varying heights, including disabled people. This will assist with people being able to get on and off benches easily.

DPA recommends that car parks are located near the dunes and swales to ensure that they are accessible to everyone.

DPA asks that there is at least one mobility parking place created in the parking area.

Sports fields

DPA supports the proposals made in relation to the sports fields.

We have some recommendations around how things can be further improved in this space:

DPA asks that an accessible pathway is created around the perimeter to accommodate the needs of all pedestrians and spectators, including disabled people.

DPA recommends that seating of various heights is placed around the sports fields.

DPA recommends that significant shading is placed in the spectator areas to provide cover in all types of weather – wind, rain and sun.

DPA asks that at least one picnic table is made accessible to accommodate wheelchair and mobility aid users.

DPA recommends that a wheelchair user height friendly drinking fountain is installed in the sports fields area.

DPA asks that the fitness circuit is made accessible for everyone, including disabled people. This will require the installation of accessible equipment throughout the circuit which can be used by all people, including disabled people, older people and tamariki/children.

DPA asks that the toilet block is upgraded to include an accessible railed toilet and wet floor shower facilities, built to universal design standards.

This will enable all sports fields users/spectators to use fully accessible showering and toileting facilities, including disabled people.
DPA recommends that if new trees are planted that species are chosen which provide good shade and that roots are also well managed to prevent their protruding onto footpaths.

Lake Kate Sheppard

Lake Kate Sheppard is an area being visited by an increasing number of people. 

We have some recommendations around how this area could be improved in terms of its accessibility.

DPA recommends that all roadways are replaced with accessible pathways, usable by everyone including disabled people and which contain compacted gravel surfacing.

DPA recommends that the proposed look out is made fully accessible for everyone, including disabled people.

DPA asks that all play areas in this section need to have some accessible play equipment available that all children can use, including disabled tamariki/children.
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