





March 2025

To Christchurch City Council
Please find attached our submission on Chelsea Street renewal






For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz




Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 
We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.

The Submission
Disabled Persons Assembly welcomes the opportunity to feedback to the Christchurch City Council on the Chelsea Street renewal project. 

We support the proposal to renew Chelsea Street between Russell and Pamela Streets.

DPA views this project as positive given its focus on making the changes inclusive and accessible for everyone, including disabled people.

We support the main proposals around making this happen including:

· Widening of the footpath on the northern side of the street between Russell and Pamela Streets. 
· The planting of new trees which will include a mix of species, featuring native trees such as Tōtara and Hoheria, complemented by low-lying shrubs suited to this location.
· Installation of four 75mm speed humps to achieve a safer 30km/h operational speed for vehicles – this will improve pedestrian safety, especially for disabled and older pedestrians.
· Improved cyclist directional paint at the Linwood Ave end of Chelsea Street where cyclists enter and exit the Major Cycle Route – this will help avoid any collisions between cyclists and traffic/pedestrians.
· Laying of tactile pavers (textured ground surfaces) which help blind and low vision pedestrians cross the road – this will make it much safer for this group.

However, we have a further recommendation to ensure that the upgrade is even safer for everyone.
	Recommendation : That when planting trees, care is taken with tree roots so that they don’t protrude and that trees are placed so that they do not impede the visibility of pedestrians and motorists or drop too much debris onto the footpaths.
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