





May 2025

To Hamilton City Council
Please find attached our submission on the Caenarvon, Swarbrick and Ranfurly Playgrounds (Survey)





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 
We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.


The Submission
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback to the Hamilton City Council on the Caenarvon, Swarbrick and Ranfurly Playgrounds upgrades.

DPA supports the principle that all children should have access to inclusive play areas, including disabled tamariki/children.

We have incorporated the feedback of our Hamilton-based members into this brief submission.

Our comments are general and regard all playgrounds being consulted upon.

Required features for inclusive playgrounds

DPA recommends that all playground equipment is diverse, inclusive and accessible for everyone, including disabled children.

DPA recommends that hard surface footpaths from footpath to play equipment is essential in providing good accessibility for everyone, including disabled children, within these playgrounds.

DPA recommends the installation of a sensory hut, ideal for use by neurodiverse children, as is the case at the Magical Bridge Playground.

DPA asks that accessible toilets and changing facilities be installed at each of the playgrounds.

DPA recommends that, if picnic tables are installed at any of the playgrounds, that at least one is made accessible for wheelchair and mobility aid users.

DPA recommends that seating of various heights is installed at each of the playgrounds. This will assist with people being able to get on and off benches/seating easily.

DPA asks that at least one mobility parking space is created in any car parks associated with the playgrounds.
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