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Ki Te Kaunihera o te Hiku o te Ika/Far North District Council
Please find attached our submission on Waste in the Far North





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Patti Poa
Policy Advisor – Auckland and Northland
policy@dpa.org.nz

Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 


The Submission
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback to the Far North District Council on Waste in the Far North.
DPA supports the Far North 2100 Plan’s purpose to realise its vision of He Whenua Rangatira – a district of sustainable prosperity and wellbeing[footnoteRef:2] which highlights the importance of the wellbeing of the communities and people, resilient economic growth for sustainable prosperity, climate change and protecting our natural environment for future generations.  However, DPA advocates for the importance of including Taitokerau Northland disability community in these drivers for change. [2:  https://www.fndc.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/41344/far-north-2100.pdf] 

1) Do you support the draft Solid Waste Strategy?
DPA supports the Strategy as suited to local needs around issues such as illegal dumping, reducing landfill, improved access to waste services, strengthening infrastructure and lowering greenhouse gas emissions.  Disabled people are one of the population groups most impacted by weather events. Therefore, we agree that managing waste more effectively deals with one of the most significant contributors to climate change – waste emissions.
All the objectives outlined below are relevant to disabled people, particularly those around the need for community networking, education, good infrastructure and services:
· Investigating smarter, more affordable ways to manage waste
· Reducing waste to landfill and recovering valuable resources
· Enabling contestable funding for community-led waste initiatives
· Supporting new infrastructure and better access to services
· Empowering communities through waste education and behaviour change
· Embedding circular economy principles that reduce environmental impact and build resilience.
Council has adopted the Taitokerau Regional Accessibility Strategy[footnoteRef:3] but references to disability are missing from this plan.  Active collaboration with disabled people will strengthen the accessibility of the waste management system through developing collaborations that will make the system more accessible to us.  [3:  https://www.fndc.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/32388/Te-Tai-Tokerau-Regional-Accessibility-Strategy2.pdf] 

DPA strongly supports the development of assisted collection services as this will benefit disabled residents, older residents and people with health conditions in having their waste and recycling collected directly from their properties by contractors. Similar assisted collection services are successfully operated by other councils around the country and having Far North joining their ranks will be a positive step.
	Recommendation 1: That local disabled people and disability organisations are prioritised for consultation around waste management accessibility.


Currently, bins for soft plastics are only available at supermarkets and large department stores but Council needs to collaborate with more local Northland businesses to ensure bins for soft plastics are accessible throughout the region.
	Recommendation 2: That bins for soft plastics are placed in accessible locations across Northland.


Educational campaigns around waste minimisation and management also need to be accessible to everyone in our community, including disabled and D/deaf people.
	Recommendation 3: That the Council consult with their Disability Advisory Group on how campaigns around waste minimisation and management can be made accessible to disabled people.


2) How important is it to you that the council invests in infrastructure to support a circular economy?
Developing circular economies will enable the reduction of landfill waste, hence creating opportunities for environmentally sustainable economic development in the Far North.
An example is the Naenae Pool where 80% of all demolition material from the old pool was recycled or reused, saving more than 13,000 tonnes of scrap metal and concrete from going to landfill. It also benefitted the community by repurposing which led to the construction of outdoor cabins for youth.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.huttcity.govt.nz/people-and-communities/news/2024/sustainability-ripples-through-the-design-of-te-ngaengae-pool] 


[bookmark: _Hlk202932720]3) Do you support the draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan?
DPA supports the aims of the draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan but is concerned that there is no accessibility lens on this plan or no clear consultation with disability community.

4) Which three actions in the draft Waste Management and minimisation Plan (WMMP) are most important to you?
Improve rubbish collection services (kerbside or drop-off)
Educating local community and waste collection staff on placement of the rubbish and recycling bins to ensure that pathways are clear for people using wheelchairs, mobility scooters, walking frames and other mobility aids is crucial  If pathways are littered with bins, then disabled or elderly people need to use the grass or the road which can sometimes be hazardous.  
Grass berms can also be unclean due to irresponsible dog owners who permit their pets to defecate on footpaths, causing health and safety issues for any disabled person that needs to traverse over these berms, particularly wheelchair and mobility aid users and blind and low vision people who use white canes. 
Assess and reduce environmental impacts from historic or current waste practices
WeAll Aotearoa recently released a document “Policy for the Public Good: A Local Government Resource Guide” which provided useful guidelines on effective management of waste.”[footnoteRef:5]   [5:  https://www.weall.org.nz/local-govt] 

It is also important that our Northland community lead initiatives, especially the disability community, but Council needs to be mindful that businesses need to manage their waste levels effectively to reduce environmental impacts.  As a community impacted by severe weather events, the need to reduce waste emissions generated by severe weather events is a priority.
Support community-led circular economy initiatives (e.g. repair cafés, resource recovery)
Repair cafés, resource recovery, and other mechanisms have been avenues to reuse resources, create regional economies, educate people on better waste management, recycle materials for community projects and spend time together as a community.  A Whangārei disabled community leader, Glen McMillan, is currently advocating for accessible playgrounds at Pohe Island.  In the past, Glen ran businesses which included repair cafés that employed disabled staff fixing minor items.  
Circular economy initiatives provide opportunities for disabled people led and run businesses to be created in the waste management and recycling/repurposing space. with the additional note that DPA is a supporter of living wage employment for disabled.
	Recommendation 4: That Council collaborate with disabled community on developing circular economy initiatives within Northland



5) Do you have any other comments or ideas to help Council improve waste management in the Far North?
DPA agrees with the importance of education and awareness-building but for disabled people but to access workshops run in schools, marae, and community centres, these need to be accessible.  Also providing information through local events, social media and the council’s website needs to be considered in terms of its accessibility.
Tangata whaikaha Māori who may be either mana whenua or tangata whenua need to be considered when working in partnership with iwi, hapū, and local organisations to deliver waste minimisation programmes tailored to our community,
	Recommendation 5: That Council consult with disability community and tangata whaikaha Māori around waste management education and workshops
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