





December 2025

To Christchurch City Council
Please find attached our submission on the Future of Lichfield Carpark





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;



The Submission
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback to the Christchurch City Council (CCC) on the future of the Lichfield Carpark.

DPA supports Option 1: Retain Lichfield Carpark in CCC ownership. 

We strongly support Option 1 on the basis that it’s important to retain sufficient car parking spaces in the CBD, especially mobility parking spaces for disabled people.

Retaining the carpark, will enable disabled people to continue having ready access to the 26 mobility parking spaces currently available within the facility.

Otherwise, if the carpark was sold and ceased being used as a parking facility, it would mean the loss of a significant number of mobility spaces within the CBD.

Maintaining the Lichfield Street parking space in council ownership would also mean the retention of affordable parking within the central city.

Accessible, affordable parking would largely be lost if the carpark was sold to private owners.

Maintaining affordable parking is important, especially at a time when the cost of living is impacting on many residents, including disabled residents.
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