[image: ]


December 2025
Ki Te Kaunihera o Te Hiku o te Ika / Far North District Council
Please find attached DPA’s submission on the Simson Park Domain in Moerewa.







For any further inquiries, please contact:
Patti Poa
Policy Advisor – Te Tai Tokerau
Disabled Persons Assembly New Zealand
Email: policy@dpa.org.nz


Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.  
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as a founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;

We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga | Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu | Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri | Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki | Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.


The submission
Introduction
DPA welcomes the opportunity to engage with the Northland District Council on the Simson Park Domain in Moerewa.
DPA’s aim is to provide an accessibility lens which supports the Moerewa’s community goal to create a park where the community can gather to play, cheer, and celebrate. 
The importance of the disability community having places for connection and belonging, where tāngata whaikaha (disabled community) and whānau hauā (Māori disabled) can spend time together is a vision we share with the Moerewa local community.
We would like to acknowledge Council staff, local councillors, the disability advisory group, and iwi and hapū organisations who continue to support the local community in this endeavour.  Specifically, we acknowledge Moerewa residents for continuing to advocate on what is needed within our community.  
DPA uses the terms disabled, disability, impairment, whaikaha and hauā to align with the social and human rights models of disability. 
Accessibility essential for our children
DPA is disappointed that accessibility appears to be largely invisible within this plan especially given the adoption of the Taitokerau Regional Accessibility Strategy and establishment of the Disability Advisory Group.
As Simpson Park is in close vicinity to Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Taumarere and Mokopuna o Moerewa Early Childhood Education and Care, our submission is focussed on disabled children and their whānau.
We have several recommendations to ensure that the new playground is made accessible and inclusive for everyone, especially disabled children.  
DPA believes that it is vital for the physical, social and emotional development of children to have access to playgrounds that include them.
DPA asks that Council commit to progressively realising the development of fully inclusive, accessible spaces for all disabled people, including disabled children.  
DPA asks that all pathways or walkways from the street to the playground are made fully accessible for people using wheelchairs, mobility aids, children’s pushchairs, as well as blind and low vision people. 
DPA recommends that the new playground has inclusive play equipment installed with a mixture of nature-inspired play elements and rural-themed structures, giving every child the opportunity to participate in play. 
This means that if any child cannot access any specific piece of equipment, then they can play on another piece (or part thereof) that is accessible. There are examples of inclusive play equipment that should be considered for placement in the playground either now or in the future, which are available from New Zealand-based suppliers.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Playground Centre. https://www.playgroundcentre.com/categories/all-inclusive-and-accessible/
] 

DPA recommends that seating be placed around the playground of varying heights (either higher or lower) and should include armrests so that people with mobility impairments, children and older people can easily get in or out of the seats. 
DPA recommends that tables with seating to enable a wheelchair or mobility aid to be easily inserted alongside people sitting on benches should be incorporated into the designs. This will enable both disabled and non-disabled people to be fully included in the same space.
DPA recommends that fully accessible public toilets (with changing facilities) be established at the park so that both children and adults can use these facilities. This would enable any adults supervising children on the playground to have ready access to a toilet and changing facilities for either themselves and/or any children if needed.
DPA recommends that a wheelchair user-friendly drinking water fountain be placed on the playground, and preferably at medium height where both wheelchair and mobility aid using adults and children can access it.
DPA recommends that a shade tarpaulin be installed so that there can be more shade for people, especially during the summer months. 
DPA asks that sufficient mobility parking spaces are created in the car park and that a pathway from the carpark to all areas within the park is created as well.
DPA recommends that the proposed social space, hall and gym development, shared clubrooms, netball courts, multipurpose court area, rangatahi space, and rugby league club are made fully accessible and inclusive for all users, including disabled people.

DPA asks that Council reminds all its contracted architects, landscape designers, engineering consultants, project management companies, placemaking agencies and infrastructure companies of the commitment to universal design.

DPA asks that Council include the disability community and their whānau in feedback processes on Council services and projects. The local disabled community have also given general feedback on the need for more ramps, wheelchair accessible swings, and wider openings for walkways, as well as platforms and slides so that disabled and non-disabled support people/carers can access the playground alongside disabled children.
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