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February 2026
To Whangārei District Council
Please find attached DPA’s submission on the Control of Vehicles on Beaches Bylaw review.







For any further inquiries, please contact:
Patti Poa
Policy Advisor – Te Tai Tokerau
Disabled Persons Assembly New Zealand
Email: policy@dpa.org.nz


Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.  
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as a founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;

We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga | Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu | Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri | Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki | Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.


The submission
DPA supports Council’s ban on vehicles on Ruakākā Beach immediately north and south of the Ruakākā river mouth, the western side of Langs Beach and all dunes under Council's control unless they are an authorised agency based on the safety and wellbeing of disability community living locally or visiting.

Access to beaches for disabled community
Part 2, 6.1 states "All vehicles are prohibited on dunes at all times" and the definition of a vehicle under section 2(1)(viii) of the Land Transport Act 1988 states that a wheelchair not propelled by mechanical power can be used on the dunes.
Wheelchair users vary with manual wheelchairs using mechanical propulsion systems due to the inaccessibility of surfaces, new all-terrain wheelchairs and electric wheelchair users who cannot transfer to manual wheelchairs.  Consideration also needs to be given to mobility scooter users.
DPA asks that Council discuss with their Disability Advisory Group on exemptions for mobility equipment users.
Access to beaches is a regular request made by Taitokerau disabled community, so DPA would advocate that beach matting to the beaches be implemented as it has in other areas.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.accessiblebeaches.co.nz/] 

DPA asks that Council discuss with Ruakākā Surf Life Saving Patrol beach matting for the disabled community.
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