





September 2026

To Dunedin City Council
Please find attached our submission on the South Dunedin Schools Parking and Pedestrian Changes





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles and the Atoatoali'o National Pacific Disability Approach as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports.

We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.



The Submission
DPA supports many of the changes recommended by the Dunedin City Council (DCC) in this South Dunedin Schools Parking and Pedestrian Access Changes consultation.
DPA welcomes the inclusion of new raised pedestrian crossings, traffic islands, zebra crossings and buildouts at points closest to the main schools serving the suburb - Kings High School, Queens High School, and Bathgate Park School.
The inclusion of these safety features will provide improved protection and enhanced safety for pedestrians and motorists in the area including disabled people who use these routes.
The safety of disabled, younger and older pedestrians in the area has been a longstanding concern and was highlighted again following the collision between a motorist and a wheelchair user on Macandrew Road in April this year which caused the wheelchair user to be hospitalised.[footnoteRef:10475] [10475:  https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/wheelchair-user-hit-on-dunedin-pedestrian-crossing-yupau1lq
] 

DPA acknowledges that the DCC has been restricted to making only a limited number of changes due to cuts in government funding for school transport safety related projects. 
DPA’s concerns
While DPA supports many of the safety improvements planned by the DCC, we are concerned about the proposed reduction in the amount of available parking in these plans. 
Parking is still needed around schools as not everyone can use active transport to get to school. Many parents need to drop their children at the school, because work commitments don’t allow them the time to walk their children. 
There are also disabled children who are not safe to walk independently and both parents and children living with mobility impairments who need nearby parking, including mobility parking. 
DPA strongly urges that Council strike a balance between the need to improve pedestrian safety in the area while providing sufficient parking spaces.
DPA recommends that a stocktake of mobility parking in each of the streets slated for change is undertaken prior to the commencement of any work.
DPA recommends that more car parks in the area are made 5- or 10-minute parks to ensure that there are sufficient spaces to pick up and drop off people, especially school children.
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