





July 2026

To Hamilton City Council
Please find attached our submission on the Peachgrove Road Improvements 





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles and the Atoatoali'o National Pacific Disability Approach as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports.

We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.



The Submission
Introduction
Disabled Persons Assembly (DPA) welcomes this opportunity to feedback to the Hamilton City Council (HCC) on the Peachgrove Road improvements project.
DPA acknowledges the safety and accessibility issues currently plaguing Peachgrove Road.
DPA fully supports the HCC’s intentions to resolve these issues through upgrading the road to make it much safer and more accessible for all users, including disabled drivers and pedestrians.
International research shows that disabled pedestrians are at disproportionately greater risk of sustaining serious injuries or even death in road accidents.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1353829222001575] 

New Zealand research conducted by the New Zealand Transport Authority (NZTA), MCagney Consultants and DPA in 2022 also found that disabled pedestrians and drivers raised safety concerns about travelling in urban areas.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/research/reports/690
] 

DPA agrees that the issues raised relating to Peachgrove Road need to be resolved, especially those around:
· Limited safe crossing points.
· Congestion and illegal parking.
· Unsafe turning movements.
· Poor walking and cycling facilities.
· Bus-related issues, and
· Reports of near misses on the road.
Support Option 1: Complete school zone safety upgrade
DPA supports Option 1 on the basis that it will deliver accessibility and safety improvements along the full length of Peachgrove Road, between Wilson and Frances Streets.
Improving and maintaining the safety of school students is important, including disabled students, and for this reason the removal of nearly all on-street parking to enable both students and other members of the public to walk, cycle and wheel around safely will be welcome.
DPA recommends that at least one mobility park is retained within this area to enable disabled drivers and passengers with mobility parking cards the ongoing ability to use them.
DPA also supports this option because a new housing development for older people is planned for the corner of East Street and Peachgrove Road.
As many older people are disabled due to ageing, it’s vital that the area is made safe for these newer residents as well.
For these reasons, DPA supports the accessibility features that will flow from the improvements including:
· A signalised pedestrian crossing near Wilson Street.
· New bus shelters and accessible kerbs and relocation of bus stops outside Hamilton Boys High School.
· Bus stops being set back from the road.
DPA recommends installing the proposed four raised pedestrian and cyclist crossings at Hamilton Boys, Kingsford Mews, Wilson Street and Scott Avenue as part of this option.
Raised pedestrian crossings are safer for pedestrians, including disabled pedestrians, as they enable drivers to have a clearer line of sight, significantly reducing the risk to crossing pedestrians.


image1.tiff
Disabled Persons Assembly Nz




image2.tiff




image3.png
Disabled Persons Assembly Nz




image4.png




